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CATE CANAVERAL «- After days of intense preperation the glant Atlas lsmunch 7
vehicle stood cn the pad resdy for flight, the Mercury spacecraft riding atop its

| monolithie height, mmlﬂum__u. Ecores of technicisng completed
the last minuts details of shecking asd vechecking.

The astrooant was swsiorwd at 2 a.m. and dressed for the first American crbital
flight eround the earth -« & flight for which he had spent more than two years

| training under the direction of the Haticual Aercoavtics and Space Administration.
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equipped with & "vidrating chair” to insure normal eirculation. In the van he was

| also given last mimute medicsl checks. A littls after 5 s.um. he vas taken to the
“lsunch site. At 6130 a.m. be took the gentry elevator t0 the third level, emtersd
| the spececralt and with the help of the sstronsut medical officfal and techuicians,

fitted himeelf into the astroosut couch.
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space. Hﬂnhhﬂhﬂ.mmum‘iﬁmmm.

| Atlas stands £2.5 feet (2h meters) high, 1a 10 feet (3 meters) in dismeter snd st

| lmumch weighs 260,000 pounds (119,000 kilograms). It is powered by two booster
immm*mnm (68,000 kilograms) of thrust each and by one suse

fainer engine producing €0,000 pounds (27,200 kilograms) of thrust. It is fusled |
vith kerossns and liguid oxypen.
Ia the Nercury Coctrol Center and the lmmeh pad blockhouse the countdown was

| going cns Om his couch the astroosut mede his pre=flight checks of the instruments

-"h
. ove which be hod marmual control -« commmionticns, the escape system, tepersture,

. horison scanner units, retro rockets, repressurization, flight instruoments mnd

| spacecraft sttituds control, Ha was 4n wolce ccomunication with two other estronsuts,
. ©ne in the blockhouse and the other in the control cemter. They were friends sed

friendly volces. They knew the progres equally os well as he and he would be in
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| Wi4h the final checks ecmploted, the technicisns bolted down the hatoh of the
spacecreft, filled the cabin vith oxygen snd made & finel {nspection of the exterior.
et ey 1oft the gankry wes pulled back and the final stages of the countdown Degan.
The technicisns 4n the blockhouse were responsible for the actusl lsunching

'#Iﬂm-iﬂu. Coce tha vehicle laft the pad, cootrol passed to the Moroury

Control Cemter, a large, instrusentsd room at Cape Canaperal. Mﬁfﬂhllﬂﬂ
w

mwﬂ;ﬂmmmmﬂummﬂm.

In frogt of the flight plan & bettery of instrumects and penels were mauoed by

'-mﬂmmﬂm There, also, i iho-Rumgmiefebp-ofiioor—end b0 T

Direifin ,
W Back of them and separated by a glass partition, were sam 50

Lmi Directly overhiad were two pets focused on the
Dires [ oy TR of £ Augpd Crvefneliing =

bhad responeibility for the followiog: » P
| Menitoring the f11ght frem lminch £0 re-gntry) senitoring the estrosmst and

- spacecraft status; initisting sa sbort (escape) decision) determining procedures which
Iwould follow an sbort; monitaring re-sniryj inforaing estropast cn mission progress) 3
coordinating commmications fecilities; informin”g recowery forces.

The sountdown for the first crbital flight followsd normal procedures. In the
final mizutes the varicus staticns in the blockhouse gave the favorshle reply -- -

| "Medical, go," "Telemetry, go," "Pressure, go," and so on. After the last socond, the
Atlss wvehicle lifted slowly into the gir, its base shrouded in flomes snd suoke.

. Rapidly sceelareting under full power, it srobed cub over the Atlantic ocean. i '_

o Lumch time in rocketry parlance is "Tetime," At T plus 2 minates the space
-Mnnumm#m.mm{ﬂ.mm}ﬂum{Hm]
dowa range. The booster engines buraed cut snd dropped., -TESSSEEEELINNRPERETSO

 lsmolenduliepoered-fiigioTTeaier)- The cocape tover was Jettiscoeds

u!m&wﬁMmﬂmm, approccizataly 90 miles .
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17,500 miles (23,160 kilometers) an howr, hmuﬂuwmﬂ“iu
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thet is, Slunt nose forvard a2 opposed to the launch position of bluck nose dowvard,
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| %i5te actroomt bed et complete cantrol over the spsceoratts Ee
S cotsmually corvestfts attiteds as necessery. He ZmR 1oce 1o
~<gving port sod 1xto his pemsmmtmen perfscope, reporting wiat he sa to the Contral
| Canter and to the trecking stetions along e wty ~- cloud Sovmeticos, steves, sosste

:ummmm.mm-tmhnu-. He checkad cther comtrols constently.

.Lr.munm-mummmnmut,mmﬂm. AL T
plug 150 mizutes be cosploted bis second crbit, crossing seversl hundred miles farther
. south of Bersuda,

| A% T plus 250 nicutes (spproxizetely) the Meroury spocecraft was 370 miles
(6,165 xilometers) west of the Celifornis cosst mnd the astrooaut pevpared fir his
3.m{ﬁ.muuw}hnu§§mimm#m. Ee tilted the ~1
blumt nose of the Mercury upwerd sbEEREY desress sod fired the retro rockets vhich

- Yirwed his speed and dropped the spacecraft cut of orbit. hmM %f{_
EMHM&W,MMMﬂm-M%H -
was ready for resentry and recovery.
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